
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     June 11, 2017 
  
TRINITY  SUNDAY 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 139 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I am sitting at my desk attempting to write a 

prayer about your involvement in my life.  Nothing comes, and 
then the impulse arises to spin a top on my desk, something 
which I then do.  A thought comes to me that I am avoiding the 
writing by distracting myself with the top.  Another thought 
arrives which informs me that this thought is a criticism of me for 
being lazy.  I wonder for a time if any other thought could be 
going through my head in addition to this criticism.  Eventually, I 
realize that the decision to spin the top was a response to the 
awareness that my mind was feeling burdened, and that I needed 
to do something that was not cognitive as a way to get some 
relief.  Slowly, the insight comes that this entire sequence of 
internal events is an illustration of your involvement in my life.  
You are what makes me aware, and what supports my thinking 
and feeling through the struggle to come to terms with my self-
judgment about needing relief from mental fatigue caused by too 
much focus.  In a small way, this is an illustration of what you do 
with me constantly.  There is no God like you, and I am grateful 
for your involvement with me. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 28:16-20 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 138 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 4 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY  1:00  Centering Prayer, at church. 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for June 18, 2017 
Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7); Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; 

Romans 5:1-8; Matthew 9:35—10:8 (9-23). 
 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Plan to stay, and bring some 
food to share. 
 The Church School Teachers are taking a break for the summer, 
so there will be no church school until September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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Pentecost and Ordinary Time following Pentecost 
Pentecost is a festival observed as part of the Christian Church’s 
Liturgical Year. This festival celebrates the appearance in the church 
of what is historically labeled as “Holy Spirit,” a particular way of 
viewing, organizing and/or conceptualizing the activity which God 
is, a way of focusing on a certain interaction God has with us. “Holy 
Spirit” is what in our time we might call a mind-set, which God 
develops in us and which assists us in concentrating on a specific 
activity God undertakes in our lives. In the Liturgical Year, the arrival 
of “Holy Spirit” is preceded by the advent of a different and more 
elemental mind-set, historically labeled “Son.” This mind-set allows 
us to grasp the fundamental truth that we are acceptable to God, 
especially when feelings and thoughts enter our awareness which 
we believe do not belong there. Like “Holy Spirit,” “Son” also helps 
us focus on a particular activity of God, in this case that of 
introducing, returning to and maintaining in awareness feelings and 
thoughts which we have not wanted. God does this activity until we 
are brought to the place of realizing that these feelings and 
thoughts are ours and need to be integrated into our sense of who 
we are. The mind-set called “Holy Spirit” helps us focus on the work 
God does next, the work of helping us integrate into our awareness 
what God has brought there. Into the confusion and agitation which 
unwanted feelings and thoughts bring, there develops an ability to 
speak about and listen to the thoughts and feelings that have 
become ours. A language develops, more elaborate and 
differentiated than the one we inherited, which allows us to 
communicate about our internal life, and to do so in ways we and 
others can understand. This ability to conceptualize, understand 
and communicate what is happening within us is the activity God 
causes to form in us, and the mind-set of “Holy Spirit” helps us focus 
on this activity and attend to it. Objectively, in the Liturgical Year, 
Pentecost is a day, followed by “ordinary time.” Subjectively, 
Pentecost is an interior event, followed by normal living, during 
which our self-talk develops and refines, culminating in the feelings 
and thoughts God ushered into our awareness being assimilated 
into our understanding and experience of the person we are. 

[Jim Robie, 6-9-17] 

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Trinity Sunday  [Matthew 28:16-20] 
 The Trinity is a doctrine formulated by the early church at the 
Council of Nicaea, in the year 325 AD. The Council debated and 
discussed for twenty-five years, and eventually produced the 
Nicene Creed, which is where the doctrine is elaborated. The 
components of the doctrine [Father, Son and Holy Spirit] are found 
in the New Testament, but the substance of the doctrine [the 
conceptual understanding the doctrine expounds and explicates] is 
not. The substance was worked out in the debates at the council, 
and was further developed later by the creation and elaboration of 
the Liturgical Year. This Council put forward the idea that there is 
one God, or to state the meaning in that idea more clearly, that 
God is one and not several, but that in order to get an accurate 
picture of God, God needs to be viewed or understood from three 
different points of view. The Creed states there is “one God in three 
persons;” when this Council used the word “person” it did not 
mean a person in the sense of a human being, but was referring to 
what we would call a “facet” or “aspect.” It is important to 
remember that in Christianity God is not a “being” but an “activity 
which interacts with us.” God is constantly and continuously 
interacting with us in pursuit of our possessing the fullest human 
life that is feasible for us. What God does to bring this about can be 
looked at in three different ways, each aspect highlighting one 
facet of the work God does in order for us to be given the fullness 
of our human life. The three different aspects together give us an 
accurate picture of God. The Doctrine of the Trinity is designed to 
help us perceive and focus on the different “activities” God is and 
does in us, all of which serve the same purpose: the fullest life 
feasible for each of us. 

The Nicene Creed labels the First Person of the Trinity as 
“Father,” and says that when we focus on this aspect of the activity 
God is we see that God is “…the maker of heaven and earth, and of 
all things visible and invisible [of all that is, seen and unseen].” We 
are accustomed to thinking that this phrase refers to God being the 
creator of the physical universe. It may mean that, but that 
meaning is not as significant as the meaning that when viewed as 
the First Person of the Trinity God is what makes things “actual” 

[existing in fact] to us, actual objectively and especially, maybe 
primarily, subjectively. This activity which God is brings us abilities 
like awareness, perception, consciousness and discernment. God is 
what makes us aware, and also urges us to exercise what comes 
through awareness: the capacity to feel and think, to ponder and 
reflect, and based on these to make choices about how to live. By 
originating awareness in us, God has made actual what we can now 
perceive, and will make actual what is yet to be perceived. When 
we focus on God as the First Person of the Trinity, it is the activity 
of making us aware that is highlighted. God is that which initiates 
and supports us in noticing and attending to what is happening, 
especially inwardly, just as we are, whatever and however we are. 
God, when viewed as the First Person of the Trinity, is the “aware-
ing” [to use Martin Laird’s phrase]; not a certain kind of awareness 
or the awareness of certain things, just awareness, an activity which 
connects us to and engages us with our life as it is in the moment. 
Awareness is the fundamental bedrock upon which a human life is 
fashioned from our basic existing. Apart from awareness, a human 
life does not develop [the designation “homo sapiens” means “wise 
person,” and without awareness there is no wisdom]. 

Sometimes, for reasons of our upbringing, the thoughts and 
feelings which need to enter our awareness are ones we are not 
able to admit. When this is the case, there will be areas of life which 
we will not be able to engage. We will have awareness, but only the 
awareness that we are troubled and/or conflicted as feelings and 
thoughts are presented but are also resisted. There is a second way 
to look at God’s interactions with us when we are in this situation. 
The Second Person of the Trinity, what the Council labeled as “Son,” 
is a view of God which helps us understand God as 1) being 
immersed in our situation, as that which 2) accepts us as a troubled 
and conflicted person, and as 3) the promoter of the feelings and 
thoughts needing recognition. We find that in spite of our resistance 
to them and dismissal of them, the feelings and thoughts that need 
recognition are returned to and maintained in awareness, and that 
through our efforts to remove them we gain greater understanding 
of both what needs our attention and why we are unable to give it. 
Looking at God in this way allows us to place our being troubled and 



conflicted into the context of God’s intention that we be given the 
experience of the fullest life that is feasible for us, rather than that 
we are troubled and conflicted because there is something wrong 
with us. This activity which God does within us expands our 
awareness of and understanding of the person we are. 

A different issue is now presented to us, that of integrating what 
has entered our awareness, so that it becomes part of the way we 
understand ourselves and we are then able to use it in living our 
lives. So, a third way of viewing God is offered. The Third Person of 
the Trinity, what the Council labeled as “Holy Spirit,” is a way of 
focusing on God as what helps us remember what we have learned, 
and then slowly helps us think and feel our way into how to use it 
and apply it. God has made us aware of something about ourselves 
of which we were not aware, and now will help us explore it and 
find its value. Sometimes this third aspect of God is labeled 
“Advocate,” or “Sustainer,” or “Comforter.” These words describe 
our experience of the work God does in us: advocating for the 
inclusion of parts of our life we had learned to shun, sustaining 
both the awareness of them and the effort to include them, and 
bringing us comfort in the form of relief as we cease fighting them 
and begin to use and enjoy them. 

We need to remember that God is constantly and continuously 
interacting with us in pursuit of our possessing the fullest human 
life that is feasible for us, and that the Trinity is an aid in our 
locating what God does to accomplish that. The Trinity gives us 
three different ways of looking at what God does within us and for 
us, each aspect of which is different and yet all are related. It is 
possible then for us to realize that God is intimately related to 
whatever we are experiencing as that which persistently labors to 
make it part of who we are and supports us in owning it. The most 
profound thing about the Trinity is that it describes an activity that 
goes on in our life that is below the level of our intentionality. God 
is always doing something that moves us along the path to the 
fullest life feasible for us, and is always inviting us to participate in 
its unfolding. We are asked to learn to look at our life through the 
lenses of what the Trinity describes as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
so that we can have life by focusing on the work God does to bring 

us life. The commission is to teach others to look for this same 
activity at work in their lives, and help them to be immersed in it. 

 [Jim Robie, 6-9-17, Cycle A., Matthew 28:16-20] 


